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inseparable from overcrowding obviously facilitates droplet in/
fection and, further, must facilitate infection with massive doses.
Moreover, in a small, overcrowded room cleanliness is more
difficult to maintain, while dust is in a constant state of disturbance
owing to the movements of a relatively large number of persons
within a small compass, so that there exists the added risk of dust
infection. The adverse influence of overcrowding on the general
health and on general resistance to disease and infection has also
to be considered. While it is difficult to compute accurately the
extent and character of the impaired resistance which is induced
by living under conditions of overcrowding, there is definite
evidence to show that the general health suffers and consequently
that the individual is more liable to develop clinical manifesta/
tions of infection.
The effect of overcrowding on the general health may be en/
visaged to some extent by the conditions to which it gives rise,
namely, still, moist air, raised temperature, organic pollution,
and increase in bacterial flora. The physical properties of air in
relation to impaired health have been investigated by Sir Leonard
Hill, who states that physiological research has proved conclu/
sively that it is not the chemical impurity of close air but its heat
and moisture which make for discomfort and impaired health,
and that it is the lack of windage which explains the association
of density of population with high morbidity and mortality. In
excessive overcrowding such as has occasionally occurred with
tragic results, the after/effects in those who have escaped, included
interference with the balance of nutrition. It is generally known
that the breathing of vitiated air for any extended period of time
gives rise to a feeling of lassitude, headache, accelerated respiration,
and slowing of the heart, and if associated with overcrowded
conditions in the home it is likely to result in anaemia, loss of
appetite, and impaired nutrition, conditions which are known to
decrease resistance to tuberculous infection. If the breathing of
vitiated air in the home adversely affects the standard of nutrition,
the correlation between overcrowding and a high incidence of
tuberculosis receives further support.
The extent to which organic pollution may be associated aetio/-
logically with tuberculosis is at present unknown, and there
exists TO reliable data in support of the view that such association
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